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International Women’s Day Film Festival Debuts in Boston 
 
February 18, 2008.  For nearly 100 years, International Women’s Day has commemorated the 
extraordinary lives of women throughout the world.  In 2008, Hostelling International-USA brings 
the celebration to Boston with the organization’s first ever International Women’s Day Film Festival 
which showcases thought-provoking films and provides a forum for discussion about the lives of 
contemporary women. 
 
“The event furthers our mission of promoting understanding through travel and the exploration of 
other cultures,” says Deborah Ruhe, Executive Director of Hostelling International-USA’s Eastern 
New England Council [ENEC].  “These films and forums honor the struggles, triumphs and 
remarkable experiences of women from all corners of the globe and all walks of life.” 
 
The festival will include short and feature-length documentary and narrative films exploring 
women’s issues, and/or featuring women in production, direction or writing roles.  Some films will 
be followed by discussions led by guest speakers from the community. 
  
Hostelling International has partnered with the United Nations Association of Greater Boston, 
Gallery 263 and the Boston Public Library to bring this unique film festival to Boston.   
 

What: International Women’s Day Film Festival  
When: Thursday, March 6, 2008 – Saturday, March 8, 2008 
Festival Website: http://www.usahostels.org/IWDFF.php 
 

FILMS 
 
Enemies of Happiness (Denmark, 2006, 59 min.) 
 
Thursday, March 6, 2008 – 6:30 p.m. Reception | 7:00 p.m. Film Screening 
MCLE, 10 Winter Place, Boston 
$15 Suggested Donation 
RSVP to info@unagb.org or http://www.acteva.com/booking.cfm?bevaid=151021 
Presented by United Nations Association of Greater Boston, co-sponsored by Mass Continuing Legal Education. 



Winner of the Sundance World Cinema Prize for documentaries, ENEMIES OF HAPPINESS is a 
snapshot of life in war-torn Afghanistan and a revelatory portrait of a 27-year-old freedom fighter 
who won voters’ hearts during the country’s first parliamentary election in 35 years.  

The Grace Lee Project  (USA, 2005, 68 min.)  

Friday, March 7, 2008 – 7:00 p.m.  
Gallery 263, 263 Pearl Street, Cambridge 
$9 advance tickets, $10 at the door 
Register for the event at http://gracelee.eventbrite.com or call 617-718-7990 x. 17  

Award-winning Korean-American filmmaker Grace Lee meets many people who seem to know other 
Grace Lees who are reserved, dutiful, piano-playing overachievers. Determined to find Grace Lees 
who break the mold – from a fiery social activist to a rebel who tried to burn down her school – Lee 
puts a hilarious spin on the question, "What's in a name?"  

This African Life (Mali/USA, 2008, 50 min.)  

Saturday, March 8, 2008 – 5:00 p.m.  
Gallery 263, 263 Pearl Street, Cambridge 
$9 advance tickets, $10 at the door  
Register for the screening at http://thisafricanlife.eventbrite.com or call 617-718-7990 x. 17  

Seen through the eyes of a Malian girl, the film shares the daily struggles of women and children who 
must survive in a village distinguished from its neighbors by a school and clean well.  

My Home - Your War (Australia, 2006, 52 min.)  

Saturday, March 8, 2008 – 7:30 p.m.  
B04, Carpenter Center, Harvard University, 24 Quincy Street, Cambridge 
Register for the screening at http://myhomeyourwar.eventbrite.com or call 617-718-7990 x. 17  

Combining intimate interviews and footage shot by an Iraqi woman over the course of three years, 
the film paints a compelling picture of how the war affects ordinary Iraqis. 

**Guest Speaker: Tahir K. Al-Bakaa, Ph.D., former Minister of Higher Education – Iraq and visiting 
scholar at Suffolk University, Boston. 

SHORTS PROGRAM 

Saturday, March 8, 2008 – 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. 
Boston Public Library, 700 Boylston Street, Copley Square, Boston 
FREE  
RSVP to film@usahostels.org  

The Tribe (USA, 2006, 20 min.)  

THE TRIBE weaves together archival footage, animation, Barbie dioramas, and slam poetry to take 
audiences through the respective histories of Barbie and the Jewish people, asking what it means to 
be an American Jew today, or a member of any tribe in the 21st Century.  



Binta and the great idea (Binta y la gran idea) (Spain/Senegal, 2004, 30 min.)  

Nominated for a 2006 Academy Award, BINTA AND THE GREAT IDEA tells the story of a seven-
year-old Senegalese girl whose fisherman father has an idea that could change the world, ease the 
suffering of mankind and allow Binta’s cousin, Soda, a chance to go to school. 

The Women's Kingdom (China/USA, 2006, 22 min.)  

Filmmaker Xiaoli Zhou takes a fascinating journey into the heart of The Women's Kingdom in 
southwest China, one of the last matriarchal societies in the world, to discover a society of powerful 
women whose future is on the brink of change.  
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